been expounded by Brahma to Daksha. Besides the usual Puranic contents, it gives an account of the several holy places in the country of Utkala, now called Orissa.
The Padma Parana consists of 55,000 slokas, divided kt® sk sections.   The Srishti khanda gives a description of the creation and the geneology of kings upto Sri Krishna; the Bhumi khanda contains an account of the Earth and its divisions with the glorification of some sacred  places like Pushkara; the Svarga khanda gives a description of the heavenly regions; the Fatal a khanda has an account of the lower worlds, wherein is introduced the story of Rama and the  Uttarakhanda sets forth the sacred nature of the several months and the special efficacy of several acts of piety and charity performed in them.   There is an account here of the mystic  lotus  on   which   Brahma    appeared   before creation and this explains the title of this Purana. The last section called the Kriyayogasara prescribes several fasts, prayers and ceremonies to be observed by devotees of Vishnu.   This Purana is specially noteworthy since the stories of Rama and his ancestors and the story of Sakuntala found here are quite in agreement with the versions found in the Raghuvamsa and in the Abhijnana Sakuntala of Kalidasa.   This resemblance hasled scholars of,research to argue that the Padma Purana must have been, in all probability, composed long after the date of Kalidasa using the